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9.00 – 9.50 Registration, tea/coffee EC1-29 

 
9.50-10.05 

 
Introduction and conference opening ECG-24 

 
10.10-10.50 

 
Plenary: Mapping Variation in the Phraseology of Student Writing   

Philip Durrant, University of Exeter 
Lecture Theatre ECG-24 

 

Parallel Sessions 

 
Lecture Theatre ECG-24 EC1-22 EC1-21 ECG-15 
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11.00-11.30 
    

Corpus-Derived Phraseological Lists 
and EAP Pedagogy: Interpretation 
and Comparison 
David Oakey, Iowa State University 
 

Using Concordances in the 
Classroom: an introduction  
Jenny Kemp 
University of Leicester 

Corpus-based materials design for 
EAP listening: the road less travelled  
Katrien Deroey 
University of Luxembourg 

Visualising cross-cultural differences 
in discourse function Sian Alsop 
Coventry University 
 

11:30-11:50 Tea / coffee break 

 
Session 2 
11.50-12.20  

What types of papers do 
interdisciplinary researchers write? 
The case of ‘Global Environmental 
Change’. 
Paul Thompson & Dominik Vajn 
University of Birmingham 
 

Sharing an Open Methodology for 
Building Domain-Specific Corpora 
for EAP  
Martin Barge, William Tweddle, 
Saima Sherazi  
Queen Mary University of London  
Alannah Fitzgerald 
Open University 
 

Exploring corpora in everyday 
classroom practice (case study of 
international PhD students) 
Tatyana Karpenko-Seccombe  
University of Huddersfield 
 

Using corpus tools to investigate 
citation  
Hilary Nesi 
Coventry University 
 
Double session  
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12.25-12.55  
 
 

Portsmouth Corpus Builder: a tool 
for quick and easy corpus creation  
Alex Bennett & John Williams 
University of Portsmouth 

‘Word Sketch’ in Academic Projects: 
Discipline-Specific Collocations  
Anna Ziomek  
University of Reading 

The Need for an Art & Design 
Learner Corpus:  Closing the Gap 
David C King & Helen Hickey 
University of the Arts, London 

12.55-2.00 
Lunch 
 
BALEAP TEAP practitioner accreditation scheme - Progress update 1.30-1.50   EC1-22 

 
Session 4 
2.00-2.30  
 
 
 

A corpus-based approach to LSP: 
using Intellitext to create study 
materials for Dentistry 1 
Marion Bowman & James Wilson 
University of Leeds 
 

Verb Argument Structure 
Visualisation in the EAP Classroom  
Yulia Svetashova & Heike da Silva 
Cardoso  
University of Tübingen 

From academic corpus to EAP 
dictionary  
Diana Lea 
Oxford University Press 

Using Concordances in the 
Classroom: a hands-on workshop 
Jenny Kemp & Glynis Scaramuzza 
University of Leicester  
 
Double session  
  

Session 5 
2.35-3.05  
 
 
 
 

Personal EAP corpora: What do 
independent users do? 
Dr Maggie Charles 
Oxford University Language Centre 
 

The accommodation of variation in 
genre and register descriptions of 
student IMRD type reports in the 
EAP classroom  
Sheena Gardner 
Coventry University 
 

Perfect Worlds and Reasonable 
Men: Helping EALP (English for 
Academic Legal Purposes) Students 
Understand Hedging in Legal 
Discourse  
Holly Vass 
Coventry University 
 

 
Session 6 
3.10-3.40  

Using FileMaker Pro to get the most 
from your corpus data  
Katrien Deroey 
University of Luxembourg 
 

Concordance tools for international 
business students – why and how  
Bella Reichard 
INTO Newcastle University 

Can we learn from our students? A 
corpus based exploration of the 
intricacies of first person singular 
pronoun use in successful student 
academic writing  
Helen Taylor 
Coventry University 
 

No Session 
 

3:45 - 4.00 Close: Lecture Theatre 
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EAP and Corpora          Coventry University BALEAP PIM     Saturday 21 June, 2014 

Programme Abstracts 

PLENARY 

Time 10.10 – 10.50 

Venue  ECG-24 

Presenter  Philip Durrant, University of Exeter 

Title Mapping Variation in the Phraseology of Student Writing 

Abstract One of the key challenges facing teachers, students and researchers of EAP is the variety 
that exists within ‘academic English’. Language use can vary widely between different 
disciplines, different textual genres, different participants and different media. While it is 
unrealistic to expect EAP professionals to master all of the forms that academic language 
can take, we do need a general understanding of how language use changes across these 
variables, what stays the same, and what drives variation. 

Corpus linguistics provides excellent tools for understanding such variation, and this 
presentation will discuss one attempt to use corpus methods for this purpose. Drawing 
on texts from the BAWE corpus, it describes a study of variation in the use of recurrent 
four-word sequences in university students’ writing. In contrast to previous studies of 
disciplinary variation, disciplinary categories are not assumed at the outset of the 
analysis, but rather emerge from an initial analysis of variation across all writers in the 
corpus. This is presented in the form of a visual map representing degrees of similarity 
and difference between individual writers. Emergent disciplinary groupings are then 
used as the basis for a qualitative analysis of distinctive lexical bundles. 

The analysis reveals four main disciplinary groupings. A primary distinction appears 
between hard (science/technology) and soft (humanities/social sciences) subjects, with 
two further groupings (life sciences and commerce) being intermediate between these 
two. Evidence is also found of cross-group disciplines, which draw on a variety of 
influences, and of particular disciplines which are internally heterogeneous. Further, 
qualitative, analysis provides a functional characterization of the bundles which are 
distinctive of each disciplinary grouping and provides insights into how differences in 
language use reflect differing approaches to academic work. 

Bio Phil Durrant has been a teacher of EFL and EAP in Turkey (mostly at Bilkent University) 
and the UK (at Durham University). Since completing his PhD in Applied Linguistics at the 
University of Nottingham, he has taught on masters and doctoral programmes at Bilkent 
University and the University of Exeter, where is is currently director of the EdD TESOL 
programme. Phil's current research focuses on the use and learning of vocabulary and 
formulaic language in academic contexts.  
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SESSION 1 

Time 11.00 – 11.30 

Venue  ECG-24 

Presenter  David Oakey, Iowa State University 

Title Corpus-Derived Phraseological Lists and EAP Pedagogy: Interpretation and Comparison 

Abstract It has long been recognized that phraseology comprises a significant proportion of 
English usage, and that proficient learners are those who successfully acquire 
phraseological forms and their meanings and develop an awareness of the appropriate 
registers in which to use them. In the field of English for Academic Purposes (EAP) 
several recent studies have produced lists of phraseological forms, backed by large-scale 
corpus evidence, which are intended for use in EAP pedagogy. New terms have been 
coined for these forms and existing terms have been appropriated: 'lexical bundles' 
(Biber et al. 1999; 2004; Hyland 2008; 2012), 'collocations' (Durrant 2009; Ackermann 
and Chen 2011), 'academic formulas' (Simpson-Vlach and Ellis 2010), 'multi-word 
constructions' (Liu 2012), and 'phrasal expressions' (Martinez and Schmitt 2012). 
Confronted with so many lists and so many terms, however, the EAP teacher or materials 
designer may, understandably, find it difficult to select a particular list or combine items 
from different lists into their course syllabus and materials. 

This paper consequently aims to clarify for EAP practitioners this recent work on 
phraseological items by reviewing and comparing these recently published lists. It uses a 
comparative framework which draws on "Eastern European" lexicography (Aisenstadt 
1981; Howarth 1996), "Empirical Firthian" lexicology (Stubbs 2001), and "Usage-Based" 
cognitive linguistics (Gries 2008) to explore syntactic, pragmatic, semantic, lexical, and 
methodological reasons for the differences between them. It then discusses how serious 
these differences are likely to be in practice for EAP learners, and makes suggestions to 
assist EAP teachers and materials developers in selecting items for inclusion in the 
syllabus. 

Bio David Oakey is an Assistant Professor in the Applied Linguistics Program at Iowa State 
University. He teaches undergraduate and graduate classes in English lexico-grammar, 
corpus linguistics, and EAP composition. 
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Time 11.00 – 11.30 

Venue  EC1-22 

Presenter  Jenny Kemp, University of Leicester 

Title Using Concordances in the Classroom: an introduction 

Abstract This session aims to show the audience how concordance lines can be used as a learning 
tool. The introduction to this session will give a brief overview of the main considerations 
when using concordances in the classroom, as well as the information that they can give 
us in terms of patterns of use. Jenny will then outline the observe-highlight- extract-use 
methodology. There will be an opportunity for the audience to evaluate published 
materials as well as materials that Jenny has developed to meet the needs of specific 
groups of students. Attendees will take away materials that they can adapt for use in 
their own context. 

Bio Jenny Kemp is an EAP Tutor at the University of Leicester, and a Senior Fellow of BALEAP 
and of the Higher Education Academy. She is also a BALEAP TEAP Mentor and Assessor. 
At Leicester she runs credit-bearing modules in Vocabulary and Listening and also 
supports the Law Department. Jenny has just begun a PhD in discipline-specific 
vocabulary for PG Law.  
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Time 11.00 – 11.30 

Venue  EC1-21 

Presenter  Katrien Deroey, University of Luxembourg 

Title Corpus-based materials design for EAP listening: the road less travelled 

Abstract To assess how representative discourse organisational cues in EAP listening books are, I 
compared importance marking cues with those I retrieved from the BASE lectures using 
corpus-based and corpus-driven methods.  

The corpus investigation revealed a large variety of importance markers, the most 
common of which (e.g. the point is; remember; anyway; not talk about) differ from those 
which usually appear in EAP materials. More specifically, the predominant markers in the 
corpus were multifunctional and less explicit than their far less frequently used 
prototypical counterparts (e.g. the important point is; you should note; that’s an aside; 
that’s irrelevant) (cf. Deroey 2013; Deroey & Taverniers 2012a; Deroey & Taverniers 
2012b). However, the EAP books I examined vary widely in their inclusion of importance 
markers and mostly provide fairly prototypical, explicit examples. Most are also not 
(obviously) based on corpus research. In short, much remains to be done to ensure that 
corpus evidence informs lecture listening materials so that students are better prepared 
for the demands of their course lectures. 

Bio Katrien Deroey is a senior lecturer at the University of Luxembourg, where she is helping 
establish the university’s new language centre. She has previously taught EAP in 
Vietnam, Belgium and the UK. 
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Time 11.00 – 11.30 

Venue  ECG-15 

Presenter  Sian Alsop, Coventry University 

Title Visualising cross-cultural differences in discourse function 

Abstract How does the discourse of academic lectures vary according to cultural/geographical 
context, irrespective of information content and the medium of instruction? This is an 
important question for BALEAP because local variations in lecturing conventions have 
implications for the design of EAP listening materials, and for lecturer training. This 
paper will discuss and demonstrate an interactive timeline which shows the varying 
frequency and distribution of certain pragmatic features, for example ‘stories’, 
‘summaries’, ‘explanations’  and ‘humour’, in ELC components from Britain, Malaysia and 
New Zealand. Norman (1993: 43) famously notes that "[t]he power of the unaided mind 
is highly overrated". When data is visualised, the burden on the working memory is 
relieved, and processing becomes easier. By mapping the ELC annotation metadata onto 
a visual structure we are able to see patterns in a way that is not possible from the raw 
data alone. Cross-cultural similarities and differences are made clear, along with patterns 
of category-type chaining and some indications of structuring at the phasal level of the 
lectures (c.f. Young 1994). 

Norman, D. (1993) Things that Make Us Smart: Defending Human Attributes in the Age 
of the Machine. Addison-Wesley: New York, 1993. 

Young, L. (1994) University lectures – Macro-structure and Micro-features. In 
Flowerdew, J. (ed) Academic Listening: 159-176. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge.  

Bio Sian Alsop is a final year PhD student at Coventry university. Her thesis aims to identify 
and describe core and culturally determined pragmatic features in the Engineering 
Lecture Corpus (ELC, www.coventry.ac.uk/elc).  
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SESSION 2 

Time 11.50 – 12.20 

Venue  ECG-24 

Presenters  Paul Thompson & Dominik Vajn, University of Birmingham 

Title 
What types of papers do interdisciplinary researchers write? The case of ‘Global 
Environmental Change’ 

Abstract Much has been written about differences in the features of discourse in distinct 
disciplines in the last decade but there has been little attention paid to the features of 
interdisciplinary research discourse. How does writing for an interdisciplinary research 
audience differ from writing for a monodisciplinary community? What are some of the 
challenges that face students in interdisciplinary areas of research? 

We report here on the initial stages of a two year study of the features of 
interdisciplinary research discourse (other members of the research team are Susan 
Hunston and Akira Hirakami). The main focus of our study is a successful 
interdisciplinary journal, Global Environmental Change, and we have, with the 
collaboration of the publisher, Elsevier, constructed a corpus of the entire holdings of 
this journal. We hope to be able to compare how researchers write when they write for 
a discipline-specific journal with how they write when they write for an interdisciplinary 
journal like GEC. To do this, we need to be able to distinguish between different types of 
paper and investigate questions such as 'When writers write a paper of type X for an 
interdisciplinary audience, how does this differ from when writers are writing for a 
monodisciplinary audience?'. In this paper, we discuss how we have gone about the job 
of developing a system for categorising different types of paper within our dataset. 

Bio Paul Thompson is the Director of the Centre for Corpus Research at the University of 
Birmingham, and a co-editor of the Journal of English for Academic Purposes. He is a 
former Research Officer for BALEAP. 

Dominik Vajn is a Research Fellow at the Centre for Corpus Research, University of 
Birmingham, working on an ESRC funded project “Investigating interdisciplinary 
research discourse: the case of Global Environmental Change”. Dominik’s research 
interests include the notions of individual style, authorship identification and social 
construction of discourse reality. Dominik has worked as a Postgraduate Teaching 
Assistant teaching English language graduates the principles of academic writing. 
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Time 11.50 – 12.20 

Venue  EC1-22 

Presenters  
Martin Barge, William Tweddle & Saima Sherazi, Queen Mary University of London 
Alannah Fitzgerald, Open University  

Title Sharing an Open Methodology for Building Domain-Specific Corpora for EAP 

Abstract More so than ever we have increasing access to a range of authentic open content 
online (lectures and podcasts, e-books/textbooks, research publications, blogs, wikis 
etcetera) and free and open online tools for their linguistic analyses. Designing easy-to-
use interfaces for the use of these linguistic tools is a key requirement for their uptake 
by non-expert users, namely: learners, teachers, subject academics, instructional 
designers and language resource developers. 

In this presentation, we will report on a small project currently in progress at our 
institution, in which we are creating a corpus of journal articles in the discipline of Law, 
hosted on the FLAX (Flexible Language Acquisition) Open Source Software (OSS). FLAX 
offers a powerful suite of interactive text-mining tools using Natural Language 
Processing and Artificial Intelligence designs to enable novice collections builders to link 
selected language content to large pre-processed language databanks, including 
collocations and Wikipedia databases and the live Web. For instance, the Wikipedia 
Miner tool (Milne and Witten, 2013) extracts key concepts and their definitions from 
Wikipedia articles to related words and phrases in language collections built in FLAX. 
The development of wordlist and keyword interfaces also allows learners to analyze the 
range of vocabulary used in a specified document, including the General Service List 
(West, 1953), the Academic Word List by Coxhead (1998) and Off-list words that are 
often domain-specific (Chung and Nation, 2003). It also allows EAP materials’ writers to 
create data-driven and data-informed content for their learners. 

Bio Martin Barge and William Tweddle have worked at Queen Mary since 2007/2008. 
Martin’s interests include all aspects of computer assisted language learning, web-based 
learning, and digital educational materials' authoring.  William’s current enthusiasms 
include embedding technology in pedagogic practice, teaching pronunciation and the 
role of creativity in the classroom. 

Saima Sherazi is the Coordinator of ELSS Sessional Programmes at Queen Mary. Her 
research interests are Computer Assisted Language Learning (CALL), Evaluation of 
multimedia learning and Writing in the Disciplines. On joining Queen Mary in 2007 she 
taught on the Language Centre's Legal Thinking and Writing Programme and other 
postgraduate research writing courses offered by Centre.  

Alannah Fitzgerald is currently based at the OU and is part of the open education and 
open-source software movements. Increasingly, she is working in the area of OER for 
academic practice in HE institutions and with NGOs to devise educational interventions 
for under-resourced communities. Her doctoral work is in the areas of educational 
technology, open educational resources and corpus linguistics. 
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Time 11.50 – 12.20 

Venue  EC1-21 

Presenter  Tatyana Karpenko-Seccombe, University of Huddersfield 

Title 
Exploring corpora in everyday classroom practice (case study of international PhD 
students) 

Abstract Language teaching is one of the major areas of application of corpus linguistics. It is 
common to distinguish direct and indirect applications of corpus studies in teaching 
(Leech 1997). Indirect application is usually associated with the use of concordancers in 
lexicography, material development and academic research, whereas direct application 
refers to classroom concordancing. In this talk I will look at direct classroom applications 
of corpora and concordancers. 

I will look at classroom concordancing from two perspectives – teacher and learner – 
considering ways in which concordancers can be used by teachers to illustrate some 
particularly challenging phenomena in academic writing, and the ways in which students 
can develop learner autonomy through the use of concordancers. 

This presentation will focus on practical corpus-based tasks and on methods of 
integrating these tasks into the everyday classroom  activities of a specific group of 
learners –international PhD students (across multiple disciplines). 

Using concordancers in the classroom  is most effective: 

 to explore typical collocations of key-words 

 to discover patterns of recurrence 

 to look into word-building 

 to analyse grammatical features and word usage 

 to understand differences in meaning 

 to understand meaning in context 

 to take note of different frequencies and implications of these differences 

 to explore stylistic peculiarities of academic writing in comparison with other genres.  

The presentation will give practical examples of concordance tasks I use in the 
classroom. These tasks show the relevance of data-driven learning for developing 
student autonomy, by empowering and motivating students to do small amounts of 
linguistic research to discover important linguistic phenomena. Introducing an element 
of research and discovery into the classroom  is particularly valuable and rewarding, 
because it can sometimes produce unexpected results, challenging students’ 
preconceptions of academic writing conventions. This method particularly appeals to 
doctorate students because they are already a research-oriented group of learners. 

Bio Tatyana Karpenko-Seccombe is a lecturer in English for Academic Purposes at 
Huddersfield University. She teaches international postgraduate doctorate students.  
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Time 11.50 – 12.50 (double session) 

Venue  ECG-15 

Presenter  Hilary Nesi, Coventry University 

Title Using corpus tools to investigate citation 

Abstract This paper examines the forms of in-text citation students use in assignments in the 
British Academic Written English (BAWE) corpus.  Citation is a distinctive feature of 
written academic discourse; at the most basic level university students need to be 
conversant with the mechanics of the referencing system appropriate to their field and 
the genres they produce: generally the Harvard (author-date) and/or the Vancouver 
(author-number) system. They may also have to choose between integral and non-
integral referencing formats, and to adopt appropriate rhetorical strategies to situate 
their claims. These are more complex skills, as noted by Hyland (2002), Bloch (2010) and 
many others. Given the amount there is to be learnt about citation, it is not surprising 
that students often take some time to acquire appropriate referencing skills, or that 
students who have not previously been exposed to academic texts in English, especially 
speakers of other languages, have particular problems citing sources.  

The session is divided in two parts: the first presents the findings of my investigation of 
citation styles in the BAWE corpus, and the second provides opportunities for 
participants to investigate these citations for themselves, using corpus query language 
(CQL) queries. The CQL queries I used for my investigation will be provided in full for this 
purpose – suggestions for improvements to the queries will be welcome, as will 
discussion of all our findings. 

Bio Hilary Nesi is a Professor in English language at Coventry University. Her publications are 
generally concerned with academic corpora and lexical reference tools. She was principal 
investigator for the projects to create the BASE corpus, the BAWE corpus, and the 
‘Writing for a Purpose’ EAP materials.   
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SESSION 3 

Time 12.25 – 12.55 

Venue  ECG-24 

Presenters  Alex Bennett & John Williams, University of Portsmouth 

Title Portsmouth Corpus Builder: a tool for quick and easy corpus creation  

Abstract The usefulness of learner corpora for identifying the characteristics (and characteristic 
errors) of student writing is now widely recognized. Elsewhere, students are being 
encouraged to construct their own discipline-specific corpora in order to investigate the 
target language they are aiming towards in their own writing (Charles, 2012). However, 
in the latter case especially, for the non-expert, building a corpus substantial enough to 
be useful can be a long laborious process, involving manual file-by-file conversion to 
plain text of documents in pdf, Microsoft Word, or other formats. The free Portsmouth 
Corpus Builder program is designed to take much of the pain out of that process. 

Previously available only as a Unix command‑line program, this pre-release Windows PC 

version boasts a user-friendly drag-and-drop interface, improved conversion times, and 
the capacity to convert a range of formats (pdf, doc, docx, rtf, zip...)  in whole batches 
and entire folders. The program will be demonstrated using both a set of student 
projects downloaded from TurnItIn, and a mixed set of academic articles. It should be 
possible to create a 1.5 million word learner corpus in seconds, ready to be analysed in 
AntConc. 

Bio Alex Bennett is a Senior Lecturer in Computing with a strong interest in language. She 
has designed her own concordancing tools. 

John Williams is a Senior Lecturer in English Language and Linguistics, with research 
interests in lexicography and corpus linguistics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13 

 

 

Time 12.25 – 12.55 

Venue   EC1-22 

Presenter  Anna Ziomek, University of Reading 

Title ‘Word Sketch’ in Academic Projects: Discipline-Specific Collocations 

Abstract British Academic Written English Corpus (BAWE) has been used in various EAP classroom 
contexts so far. My paper will present the practical use of the Sketch Engine, in particular 
focusing on exploring Word Sketch that allows for identifying both the grammatical and 
collocational behaviour of words. 

I will explore the usefulness of collocational aspects and contexts of this search engine 
for writing Academic Projects. Considering their field and genre, students will generate 
collocations related to their project themes during a computer lab sessions. The aim of 
this task will be to develop students’ understanding of discipline-specific collocations and 
raise students awareness of the various ways that words behave. This will also enable 
them to eliminate mistakes in word choice and make the proofreading process more 
effective. 

My research will be conducted on a group of 15 international students whose projects 
will be related to Biology, Law, International Relations, Computing, Food and Science, 
and Linguistics. 

Bio Anna Ziomek is an EAP tutor in the International Study and Language Institute (University 
of Reading). She started teaching on pre-sessional courses in 2012 and currently she is 
developing an EAP Teaching and Research Portfolio with BALEAP. 
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Time 12.25 – 12.55 

Venue   EC1-21 

Presenters  David C King & Helen Hickey, University of the Arts, London 

Title The Need for an Art & Design Learner Corpus: Closing the Gap 

Abstract The use of corpora within EAP (both EGAP and ESAP) continues to grow (Hyland 2000, 
2002; McEnery & Xiao 2010) and has been used to provide insights into written and 
spoken academic English, which in turn have often informed materials development 
(e.g., Cambridge Academic English Corpus, COBUILD).  However, much of the work 
conducted in corpora-informed materials design has tended to be of a general nature 
(e.g., JDEST, Yang 1986) or of a specific nature (e.g., Medical Science, Marco 1999; 
Pharmaceutical Science, Gledhill 2000) that does not address the needs of Art & Design 
students and teachers.   

We argue that the language of Art & Design writing (e.g., its lexico-grammatical 
features, the explicit link the writing must make to creative practice) warrants the 
compilation of a specialist learner corpus.  As a result, we have begun creating such a 
corpus that attempts to redress this lacuna.  More specifically, our project is the 
compilation of a learner corpus of written academic English as produced by 
international students (whose first language is not English) on a university presessional 
course.  We propose to expand the content of our corpus to include writing at different 
stages of a student’s academic career, as well as writing from a wide range of Art & 
Design disciplines.  This will enable an analysis of the writing produced for various 
disciplines within Art & Design.  In turn, we argue that this data should be used to 
inform materials design for presessional and insessional courses.  The presentation will 
discuss the context, construction, and preliminary findings of our work on our Art & 
Design corpus to date.  In conclusion our project reaffirms the need for and usefulness 
of specialist corpora within EAP.  

Bio David C King and Helen Hickey constructed corpora for their MAs and work as EAP 
tutors at the University of the Arts London. Their interests reside in applying corpus 
derived data to an Art & Design HE environment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



15 

 

SESSION 4 

Time 2.00 – 2.30 

Venue  ECG-24 

Presenters  Marion Bowman & James Wilson, University of Leeds 

Title 
A corpus-based approach to LSP: using Intellitext to create study materials for 
Dentistry 1 

Abstract Tribble (1997) proposed that a ‘quick and dirty’ micro-corpus could be particularly 
useful for analysing the lexis of a selected content domain.  In this presentation, we 
discuss the development and subsequent use of a small, ad-hoc corpus consisting of 
lecture notes and key texts from four modules of the Dentistry year 1 course taught in 
the School of Dentistry at the University of Leeds.  The corpus, which consists of 
approximately 100 000 words, was uploaded to and analysed within the IntelliText 
interface (http://smlc09.leeds.ac.uk/itb), a corpus interface developed at the University 
of Leeds that is widely used in LSP teaching at several institutions.   Study materials were 
created from the outputs of frequency, collocation and concordance data from this 
interface.  The study materials produced formed the basis of a series of workshops 
aimed at international students studying Dentistry 1.  The aim of these workshops was 
to aid students in making the transition to independent study in their first year of a 
course rich in unfamiliar medical and health-related terminology. In this presentation 
we will demonstrate some of the materials given to students and analyse students’ 
perceptions of the value of the corpus-based workshops for their learning. 

Bio Marion Bowman is a Dental Education Adviser in the School of Dentistry at the 
University of Leeds.  

James Wilson is a Teaching Fellow in Language Studies at the School of Modern 
Languages at the University of Leeds. 
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Time 2.00 – 2.30 

Venue  EC1-22 

Presenters  Yulia Svetashova & Heike da Silva Cardoso, University of Tübingen 

Title Verb Argument Structure Visualisation in the EAP Classroom 

Abstract In order to improve the students' proficiency level in academic English, EAP practitioners 
provide training in a distinctive use of certain verbs (reporting / ergative / modal verbs, 
etc.). The verb usage is fully described by its argument frames (i.e. by specifying the 
number and type of arguments which the verb needs to be used in a well-formed 
construction (Allen, 2009)). 

The proposed visualisation tool takes a text corpus as input, which is further processed 
by the Stanford CoreNLP pos-tagger and dependency parser. The results are stored in a 
complex data structure which allows both verb and argument queries (form- or lemma-
based). In the next step, we use results from the previous processing steps to visualise 
verb dependencies. 

Our approach goes beyond concordance tools with their basic frequency lists and key 
word in context functionality. EAP students can find and explore the verb dependencies, 
their relation types, linguistic properties, and contexts of use. The questions that can be 
addressed using the presented visualisation include (but are not limited to) the 
following: What are the typical contexts for a particular verb? Does it require any 
phrasal verb particle? What prepositions are appropriate before a noun verb 
dependency? Can it take a clausal complement? Is it followed by a gerund or an 
infinitive form of a verb? What verb tense is more frequent in a given corpus? 

The tool is designed to facilitate verb comparison across corpora (specifically, a corpus 
of “expert” writing and a learner corpus (Nesi, 2008) can be compared). 

Bio Yulia Svetashova is an M.A. student in Computational Linguistics at the University of 
Tübingen. Prior to entering the program, she was an Associate Professor in Moscow 
State Pedagogical University. She holds a Candidate of Sciences degree in Philology. 

Heike da Silva Cardoso is an M.A. student in Computational Linguistics at the University 
of Tübingen, Germany. Throughout her studies she has focused on the fields of corpus 
linguistics, visualisation and grammar. Her aim is to design tools to facilitate corpus 
research. 
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Time 2.00 – 2.30 

Venue  EC1-21 

Presenter  Diana Lea, Oxford University Press 

Title From academic corpus to EAP dictionary 

Abstract Learners wishing to write fluent, appropriate academic English need materials that are 
designed with their particular needs in mind. Learners’ dictionaries have been lagging 
behind when it comes to meeting the needs of EAP students because – until now – these 
dictionaries have always been based on corpora of general English. The account that 
they give of particular words and the examples of usage they provide may not fit the 
contexts in which EAP students encounter the words or wish to use them in their own 
writing.  

This presentation will give an account of the Oxford Learner’s Dictionary of Academic 
English, the first learner’s dictionary to be based on a corpus of academic English – the 
Oxford Corpus of Academic English – built especially for the purpose. It will look at the 
composition of the corpus and the rationale behind it, including the need to maintain 
both the balance and the quality of the texts in the corpus and the practical constraints 
that were encountered in trying to do so. It will then explain how the corpus was used to 
create the dictionary, covering editorial policy on headword coverage, the use of corpus-
based example sentences and the treatment of collocations. It will look at some of the 
insights into academic vocabulary gained from analysis of the corpus, including the 
identification of meanings or usages of certain words that are largely overlooked in 
general dictionaries. It will conclude with an evaluation of both corpus and dictionary 
and some suggestions for future developments in this field.  

Bio Diana Lea is the editor of several learners’ dictionaries for Oxford University Press, 
including the Oxford Learner’s Dictionary of Academic English and the Oxford Learner’s 
Thesaurus.  
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Time 2.00 – 3.00 (double session) 

Venue  ECG-15 

Presenters  Jenny Kemp & Glynis Scaramuzza, University of Leicester 

Title Using Concordances in the Classroom: a hands-on workshop 

Abstract In this workshop, you will have a chance to work through tasks which you could adapt 
for use with your own students. Jenny and Glynis will be on hand to help you develop 
your own analytical skills as you identify and extract key patterns of use, for example 
concerning collocation, connotation or semantic restrictions. The session will focus on 
Lextutor and the byu-bnc, but other sites such as Just-the-Word will also be covered. 

Bio Jenny Kemp is an EAP Tutor at the University of Leicester, and a Senior Fellow of BALEAP 
and of the Higher Education Academy. She is also a BALEAP TEAP Mentor and Assessor. 
At Leicester she runs credit-bearing modules in Vocabulary and Listening and also 
supports the Law Department. Jenny has just begun a PhD in discipline-specific 
vocabulary for PG Law.  

Glynis Scaramuzza is also an EAP Tutor at the University of Leicester. She runs Erasmus 
courses for credit in Business English and pronunciation. 
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SESSION 5 

Time 2.35 – 3.05 

Venue  ECG-24 

Presenter  Maggie Charles, Oxford University Language Centre 

Title Personal EAP corpora: What do independent users do? 

Abstract This paper reports on a new data set of 40 corpus users who were surveyed about 
consulting their corpus independently a year after completing a corpus course. The 
respondents had been introduced to corpus use as part of an EAP writing programme in 
which they built individual personal corpora of research articles in their field. The 
purpose of the study was to investigate the extent and nature of independent corpus use 
by examining the types of consultation and attitudes to corpus work that prevailed over 
the longer term. It was found that 29 students (73%) had used their personal corpus for 
extended periods (3 months to over a year). Two groups of independent users were 
identified: 25 (63%) frequent users (once per week or more) and 15 (37%) infrequent 
users (once per month or less). Frequent users were more likely to have made 
modifications to their corpus by adding, deleting and cleaning files, thus showing greater 
commitment to their resource. They were also more positive about the effect of corpus 
use on improving their writing and tended to consider that their search techniques had 
improved. Both groups were equally likely to use the corpus to check items in their 
writing, but frequent users were more likely to look for new items to use; they tended to 
sort concordance lines more often and to use more context searching. This paper reports 
further on the practices of independent users and discusses the implications for 
encouraging students to use corpora outside the classroom. 

Bio Maggie Charles works at Oxford University Language Centre, using student-built corpora 
to teach academic writing to graduates. Her award-winning paper on this approach 
appeared in English for Specific Purposes 2012. 
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Time 2.35 – 3.05 

Venue  EC1-22 

Presenter  Sheena Gardner, Coventry University 

Title 
The accommodation of variation in genre and register descriptions of student IMRD 
type reports in the EAP classroom 

Abstract After the ‘argument’ expository essay, the ‘IMRD’ (Introduction-Methods-Results-
Discussion) type report is the most frequently written student text in British Universities 
and the most taught structure in EAP courses. This paper describes what we have 
learned from the analysis of the BAWE corpus of student writing about the variation in 
report genres, and about the variation in register with a focus on the Methods section.  

Variation is considered across disciplinary groups in terms of how knowledge is 
constructed; across disciplines in terms of the typical section headings found in report 
genres in different disciplines; in terms of learner pathways through disciplines and how 
reports vary from first to final year of study across courses; and in terms of how robust 
the data is in terms of individual variation, particularly where the instances of a specific 
subset in the corpus are few or skewed from a particular module or course, or from the 
first language or educational background of the student writer.  

The paper then examines how these variations in genre, register, discipline, level and 
style are accommodated in published print and online EAP materials, and suggests ways 
forward for teachers and EAP curriculum developers. 

References 

Nesi, H, and S. Gardner with A. Gillett (2014) ‘Writing for  a Purpose’: the development 
of online materials for the British Council Learn English website. ESRC funded project 
(ES/J010995/1) 

Gardner, S. (2012) ‘Genres and registers of student report writing: an SFL perspective on 
texts and practices’ for a special issue of Journal of English for Academic Purposes 11, 1, 
52-63. Edited by C. Coffin and J. Donohue with a focus on Systemic Functional Linguistics 
and Academic Literacies.  

Bio Sheena Gardner has published widely about genres and registers in the BAWE corpus. 
With Hilary Nesi and Andy Gillett, she works on the Writing for a Purpose materials 
project for Learn English. 
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Time 2.35 – 3.05 

Venue  EC1-21 

Presenter  Holly Vass, Coventry University 

Title 
Perfect Worlds and Reasonable Men: Helping EALP (English for Academic Legal 
Purposes)  Students Understand Hedging in Legal Discourse 

Abstract This session presents recent corpus research on hedging in specialized corpora of 
Supreme Court decisions and law journal articles using WordSmith Tools. The two legal 
genres were chosen because they could potentially be handled by post-graduate LLM 
(Master of Laws) students and are therefore relevant to EALP (English for Academic Legal 
Purposes) students. These two genres are important as they can inform law students’ 
thinking and underpin their ability to engage in legal analysis and argumentation. In 
addition, in legal education “it is not simply a question of handling one genre but several 
at the same time… whether one considers legal cases, legislative provisions or textbooks. 
None of these genres can be handled adequately in isolation” (Bhatia, 1993: 179). A 
variety of lexico-grammatical items serving as hedges, as well as hedging strategies and 
functions were identified in both genres with a view to  describing how and why hedging 
is used by certain expert practitioners to further both institutional and private goals. Due 
to the important interactional and social functions hedges perform, as well as the role 
they play in conveying nuances in meaning having to do with certainty and commitment, 
learning to correctly produce and process a hedge is important for advanced English 
language learners (Repen et al., 2002). Thus, information garnered from this research  
could be useful in creating targeted activities to increase learners’ hedging repertoire as 
well as their production and interpretation of hedging.  For non-native students whose 
first language is not English, and who may be trained in a completely different legal and 
law education system affording them little or no previous knowledge of the US or UK 
legal genres, this can prove especially challenging.  

Bio Holly Vass currently lectures in English and Teaching English as a Foreign Language 
(TEFL), but taught legal English for 10 years to international students both in Spain and in 
the UK. 
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SESSION 6 

Time 3.10 – 3.40 

Venue  ECG-24 

Presenter  Katrien Deroey, University of Luxembourg 

Title Using FileMaker Pro to get the most from your corpus data 

Abstract This workshop provides a basic introduction to the database programme FileMaker Pro. I 
will use examples from my research for which I used Corpus Query Language in Sketch 
Engine to retrieve importance markers from BASE lectures which I then stored and 
annotated with FileMaker Pro. Although this programme is mainly used by businesses 
and so probably less familiar to corpus researchers than, for example, Access, it offers 
many features which greatly facilitate and speed up the processing of corpus data for 
research or materials development.  

Corpus concordances can be imported into a FileMaker database, where you can give 
them multiple tags and quickly and easily generate quantified instances from your 
corpus using any tag or a combination of tags. For example, the programme allowed me 
to classify concordances of importance markers into lexicogrammatical patterns, 
interactive and textual orientation types, component parts (e.g. verbs, Subjects), 
discipline, study level, co-occurring discourse markers etc. In this way, it took only a few 
seconds to generate and quantify instances of importance markers which, for instance, 
have the pattern ‘V clause’, contain ‘remember’ and co-occur with the discourse marker 
‘but’. The programme thus allows you to examine and quantify the same data in a 
variety of ways and to retrieve only those instances you are interested in. This has 
considerable potential for facilitating the retrieval of corpus evidence for materials 
design and research. 

Bio Katrien Deroey is a senior lecturer at the University of Luxembourg, where she is helping 
establish the university’s new language centre. She has previously taught EAP in 
Vietnam, Belgium and the UK. 
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Time 3.10 – 3.40 

Venue  EC1-22 

Presenter  Bella Reichard, INTO Newcastle University 

Title Concordance tools for international business students – why and how  

Abstract As a non-native academic writer, I often find that dictionaries do not provide enough 
information on how a word is used in context and whether it is appropriate for my 
purposes. However, concordancers often do provide answers in these cases, so 
international students should be encouraged to use these tools. To this end, I designed a 
set of materials (PowerPoint and workbook) which was used with students on an 
undergraduate business pathway programme. In this session, I will give an overview of 
this project by: introducing the materials; offering student comments on the use of 
concordancers; evaluating the project and results; making further suggestions for 
implementation of the materials and for training students to use corpus tools.  

Bio Bella Reichard teaches EAP at INTO Newcastle University on the International Diploma in 
Business pathway programme. She has recently completed an MA in Applied Language 
Studies at Durham University.  
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Time 3.10 – 3.40 

Venue  EC1-21 

Presenter  Helen Taylor, Coventry University 

Title 
Can we learn from our students? A corpus based exploration of the intricacies of first 
person singular pronoun use in successful student academic writing 

Abstract The advice offered to students regarding the use of the first person pronoun in academic 
writing style guides is often thought to be under-researched and over-generalised 
(Hyland, 2006: 5). However, few have considered whether the same can be said about 
the advice that EAP tutors offer their students with regard to this controversial aspect of 
academic writing. In this paper, a preliminary investigation into this advice is evaluated 
against quantitative corpus based research into the actual use of the first person singular 
pronoun, I. The data was collected from the British Academic Written English (BAWE) 
corpus - a corpus of high quality tertiary level student academic writing (Nesi and 
Gardner, 2012).  

The investigation found that discipline and genre significantly impact on the extent to 
which the first person pronoun I is employed in successful student writing. However, the 
advice offered by EAP tutors did not reflect this. Although the EAP tutors involved in the 
research showed an awareness that blanket assertions can rarely be made about any 
aspect of academic writing, they often avoided advising their students about the use of 
the first person pronoun in any amount of detail because they were uncertain about the 
intricacies of its use. EAP tutors could therefore be limiting their students’ awareness of 
the rhetorical options available to them. 

I will suggest that over-generalised advice can easily be remedied by exploiting corpora 
for use in the language classroom and for corpus-based materials design.   

Bio Helen Taylor is a recently graduated MA (ELT) student and newly qualified pre-sessional 
English tutor at Coventry University.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


